SamM Life in Australia

‘We realized the other day that we haven't posted a3 new blog in a while. The reason for that is that we haven't really
done any travelling since we got back to Sydney.... then again, everything that we've been through since then could be
worth including in 2 blog.

We knew that the first thing we had to do on return was to start my
rezident viza application, we just didn't know what 2 circus it would turn
out to be, Before I applied, I needed to be able to show police checks
from every country that I've lived in for more than 12 months, well, the
Swedish one was easy, got the form online, signed it, sent funds to
Ziliz in Swaden to pay for it locally and about 3 wesks later 1 had the
document stating that I've always been a good boy =) The Australian
police check was also that easy... and then we had the Irish check.

When I first read about what was needed it sounded great, just send =
request to the local Gardai station, stating where I was living while 1

rezided in Ireland, Mo costs were inwolved which of course sounded
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great, Well, in the end I would have preferrad to pay for it if that would

have reant it would have been quicker,

Once the applications were sent in I had to get a few other things ready
such as a full health check and a lead of documents that needed to be

filled in,

In the rmeantime Suz had managed to land herself a fulltirme job.
working in the city with a view over the harbour. And the best part... they
contacted her regarding the position, she hadnt even started looking.
She iz just such a2 lucky girl!

3-4 weeks pazzsed and zince the Irizh police check still hadn't arrived I
decided to give Dublin a2 calll I was told that they had received my
application, that my contact person was Larry and that I should have
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The days came and went and after 3 weeks I still hadn't recsived
anything, I had called and talked to Larry several times and he advised
rae that rmy application was with head office and he would szz2e if he
could get hold of it (I also let him know that my residential visa was
dependent on this document zince we had handed averything else in to

rmy caseworker and this was the anly thing they were missing),

While we waited for the Dublin palice to get their act together Suz and I
joined Harry, Melly, Tia and the kidz, left Sydney and headed =zouth to
the srmall village of Gerroa for a long weekend away, We stayed at this
house that we've ranted over 3 weekend before, As soon as we got

there Harry and I left the girls and went down to the ocean to do some
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fizhing.

Wwe like to fish with rods and spear gun, taking turns on land and in the
water, Last year when we were here. Harry got a deep cut in his foot
frarm a barnacle, this year we had learned our lesson and ware wetsuits,
gloves and boots before we sven got close to the water, After a few
hourz we headed back to the house and had a nice lunch with zome
WERY fresh fish =]

The next morning we went back ta the share for some maore fishing but
it backfired on us this time. We had had a few drinks the nights bafore
while playing Singstar with the family and boy did we feel the effect of
thern that morning, It didr't help that the s2a was quite rough either

Wwe barely got into the water before we turned green and had to come

back on shore.... after 10-15rmin we felt fine again, tried to get back in
the water but with the zame results.... not fun!

well, it was a good weekend nonetheless, we got to spend time
together, do some fishing, play games, eat good food and just relax in
a cute place away from the busy city life... this might just become an

annual tradition.

After 3 months of waiting I was getting annoyed and Larry had become
a big joke amongst us, People kept asking us if we've heard any news
fram Larry and we told thermn that we didn't know since he was always
sitting in the pub and was impossible to get hold off,

I alzo got the impresszion that Larry didn't want to talk to me anymore,
whenewver I called and asked far him the person who answered went to

check if he was there and then came back to say that Larey was still

checking it out far me, I couldn't get him on the phone.... net a good

=ign.

Finally I was told (through zomecne else that asked Larry) that the
docurmnent had been sent on the 20Oth of Decermber. wWell, zince
Christrnas and Mew Years incude quite a few halidays I decided to wait

a few weeks and see what happenead.

We celebrated Christrnas ocwer two days, we were with Suz's family on
the 24th, having a "traditional" Swedish Christmas with herring, saffron
buns, hot mulled wine (glégg)l and ginger bread cookies, The 25th we
celebrated with Harry, HNelly and family in a traditional Australian

rmanner with lots of seafood, fresh szalads and fruits.... both were graat!

After celebrating Mew Years with sorme friends T waited until the Sth of
January and since my docurment still hadn't arrived I called Dublin once

more and was told by a2 waoman that she had posted it the day
before.... WTF?!1? Didn't Larry say that "he" posted it on the 20th?!? what an idict.,




Finally, on Friday the 11th of January a small A4 paper arrived stating
that I had not broken the law while residing in Ireland. It took Larry and
the Irizsh police 4 rnonths (1) to send e that. 4 rmonths, I could have
swurn over to Ireland and back in that timmea!

on Monday I handed the deocurment in to my caseworker and on
wednesday miy residential visa carme though,... now that's efficiency for
wou! Once that was done it was easy encugh to apply for my Drivers

licence, sign up toa Medicare and to start laaking for a job,

After zending 10-15 applications off online I =sat down and waited for -
the calls to begin, A few offers later and I found myself once more tch ::—:;_.E Day!
working for Rerox, slightly different role than the ane I had in Cublin aty!

but still the sarme company =)

With wisa and job secured, Suz now didnt have to support the both of
==t us and we could now start looking for a place tao live.... thanks to Julia

and Michael for giving us a roof over our head during this time,

After what we just went through in getting a visa we thought that an
apartrment would be easy to find, wWell. during our fist weekend we
realized that wasn't the case. For every apartment there was st least 60
pecple there to inspect them, some of them came prepared with all the
docurments needed zo that they could hand in an application straight

away,

Wwe decided that we needed to do something similar if we wanted to

have a chance in getting an apartrmnent so the next weekend we came

atrned with docurments stating where we worked, how much we 2arned,
references from previous landlords etc, ..

wa arrived on Saturday to inspect an apartmnent at 9,15 and saw that
there was at least 70 people there waiting to see the same place, it's
absolutely insane getting a good apartment in Sydney's inner west,
Unfortunately the real estate agent didn't show up and at 9.50 we laft
because we needad to move on to the next place, We arrived at the
next inspection and there wasz no one hera.... in the end only S5-&
pecple showed up. we think that the rest might still have bean at the
praevious apattrment waiting for the real estate agent to show,

W |loved the apartment fromm the first mormment we saw it and dacided
straight away that we were going to put in an application for it. While we
were walking inside the apartrment we heard another couple start a

conwersation with the real estate agent.

- (Coupla) Hi, didnt pou and my sister {insert name of pour choice hare) go to school together?

- (Real Fstate Agent) Yeseas, we Jid, what 3 grast colncidance, how is she doing Rowadaps?

We heard that and thought that we had lost the apartrnent, well.... we weare not going to give up that easzily =0 we took
the application papers, sat down at a Chinese restaurant for some lunch, filled in the papers and handed them in about

an hour after they were given to us,

We had a few more places to inspect that day so we moved along.
About an hour later we received a call asking us if we were willing to
place a deposit an the apartrment, we said ves straight away and drove
to their office as soon as we could, We arrived and had to wait in the
reception area until our real estate agent showed up. While we were
sitting there the other couple from the inspection showed up and =aid

that they needed to copy some papers for their application.

Wwhile we were sitting down waiting for our turn the raceptionist asked us
which apartment we were there to hand the deposit for. We tald her
which one it was and at the sarme tirme saw how this other couple turnad
and looked at 2ach other,.. Suz and I had to try really hard not to ook

The K'dsh:‘ be up or to look averly happy (even though we werel,




Well, twa days |later we got a call telling us that we got the apartmnent and that we could move in within 3-4 weeks and
after a loooong few weaks we were finally horme!

It's been a few months filled with lots and lots of bureaucracy, lots of docurments to fill in and the stress that follows
when you are not sure if you can stay in the country, if you can work and where you're supposed to live, But we have
passed that stage and now we just have to plan for our wedding, which we have decided, will take place on the 22rd of

Howermber here in Sydney,

And cormpared to everything 2lse we've just besn through... how tough can it be?
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