Among the Sand Dunes of Port Stephens!

After a few months of staving at hame it was now finally timme to head off again, even if it was only for a long weekend!

We decided to rmake our way to Port Stephens during the Easter lang
weekend, and to try and avoid traffic we started driving on Friday
rmarning at &arm, Qur plan worked nicely az we rmanaged to make it out

of the city in no time...

Just a few hours later we arrived at Melsons Bay, the main town in the
area of Port Stephens, For those of yvou that don't know the area, Port
Stephens is a peninsula located north of Sydney containing a few small
coastal towns, some nice beaches and also the largest continuous

coastal sand mass inthe Southern Hermisphere, the Stockton Bight,

Theze Sand Dunes start in Stockton and finish 22 kilornetres later at
Anna Bay with 2 width of 1kr at sorme points o that vou really get 2

feeling of being in a very large desert.

Plenty of therm around here...

More on that later though....

a few kilormetres down the road,

We've arrived in Nelsons Bay
coand it's beautiful!

as we had arrived fairy early in Nelsons
Bay there weren't that many people around vet so we pretty rmuch had
the area to ourselves, After 3 quick exploration of the centre of town
[planning where to eat later etc ] we headed off towards Shoal Bay, just

Shoal Bay iz actually much nicer than Melzons Bay, which could have
sormething to do with the fact that it's a lot srmaller. Here we found a hill
[or Mountain as Suz would call i) narmmed Tormaree Head and once I

dizcovered that there wasz an easy track to the top we just had to do it

Said and done... in no time we were at the top of the hill (Mountain)

and enjoyed sorne great views over the area...




Following Shoal Bay we discovered the beautiful beach of Fingal Bay,
and had a walk in the water before we made it back to Melsons Bay for
lunch,

Az we already knew where we were going it was easy, we headed off ta
Fed Med:s straight away far some meat pies. We had read about therm

online and also in the Lanely Planet, but zeeing the different varieties
of pies was still great!

These were by far, the best mmeat pies we've ever had [(not only was the
pastry great but the flavours....YUMI)... During the next two days we
tried such concoctions az "Smoked Chicken and Carmermbert", "Butter

Tomaree Head
Chicken", "Kangaroo Terivaki", "Thai Green Curry" etc, In total there On our way to the top

are around 70 different types of piez at Red Neds zo vou wont get
through therm in a hurry, ..

Az the day passed we decided to go have a first look at Stockton
Bight.... after a nice cool beer (vyou need cold drinks before wvisiting a
deszert veah?)

The sand dunes are awesorme, yvou actually get the feeling that you're
wandering around in the middle of a large desert (seeing camels
doesn't really spoil the effect sither), the good thing here iz that once
you've had enough you're not more than 10min to the beach =)

Wwe only walked around the dunes for a short while as we had a larger
trip planned for the next day and Suz had suggested zomething elze

T T B TSNS that we =zhould try while in the area... we were off to zome

with Zenith Beach below us Tobogganing!

So what iz Tobogganing? Immagine building 2 U-zhaped windy track
daown a hill, then put a pod in it, then vou just =it on the pod
[Taboggan] and head downhill while treing not to fly outzide of the
track... it's hilariouszly funny and both Suz and I did a few runz each!!

Once we were done acking like srmall kids we headed back to Shoal Bay
for dimmear - sorme great Fish & Chips!

As we'd done za much the day before, we could relax the next day, the
only thing we had planned was for 2 Stockton Bight tour... it was time
to head off to the sand dunes again! When we reached the location

where we were to meet ocur guide we were certain that we would get

stuck an one of those large buses riding in the sand.... luckily, anly us Looking our choal Bay
and a farily of 4 had booked the tour 0 we got our own vehicle [(with
afc. . micall,

Qur tour armmong the sand dunes lasted around 2 hours, in that tirme we
were shown how to locate "pipis" on the beach, we were given time to
do zorme zandboarding which wasz great going down (not so rmuch fun
climmbing up the dumes again), COur guide also took us to a few houszes
in the middle of the dunes called "Tin City" which adually has residents
and has featured in a few different movies (Mad Max iz one of therm).

The last stop of the tour was at the shipwreck Signa, which ran aground
here inthe 70's, Here we stopped for a snack and a rest (it's a burnpy
ride inside the jeep] bafare heading back to where we startad.

Arnyway, the tour was great and our tour guide (Swampy) was hilarious,

Enjoying the view
The one behind me that is... definitely a tour to recommend....




wWell, that's about it, we had a great weekend in Port Stephens, there iz a lot of activities to do, lots of beautiful beaches
and zome great sand dunes to play around ing,. The next morning we started heading back hame to Sydney with a
detour through the Hunter Valley far some cheese and wine tasting =)

On another note, we figured we right include it here aven though we did it back in February,... We finally got around to
dao the Seafood Cooking School at the Sydrney Fizh Market, We were qgiven sorme vouchers for our wedding and decided
to uze thern during a2 Seafood BRBD School and it was great, First we were shown how to cook the food and then we got to
cook it ourselves.,, but the best part was whan we got to eat it with sore nica wine ;1
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Cop— Fingal Bay Beach
at Tormaree Head Absolutely stunning!

Our newr car (the one on the Hght)
In front of Fingal Bay Beach

The Pie Shop is Red Med's
=zt Pies Ever!!




It really feels like The Sand Dunes of
I'mm in the rriddle of nowheare! = ton Bight

Suz Quite impressive these Sand Dunes...
with rmiles of deszert behind her... Aren't they?
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We even found some Camels " It's time to go
in the distanca... T-:-I:n:-gg.a nin (=] 1
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Suz riding the Toboggan Full Speed Ahead!
Great fun... I feel like a child again....




Sunset
en from Soldiers Paint

Back on the beach playing some local
"Pipi Catch and Rele =

A nice beach... The Dunes are slowly
Mice and srmooth to drive on! but zurely taking er the fo

Suzand I Suz is given a ride
of th dawn the hill by our tour guide




Time to ride the dunes...
iz up first

My board and I
Tirme for another

If you're not careful
vou will get bogged in!

The wallk uphill...

Mat nearly as fun as going dawnhilll!

Yery silly
= of fun!!

I found a new friend
Crne of the zin Tin C

Tin City
1 im the middle of the dunes

Tank traps
Old rermnants




Suz and I The Signa
In a very tacky phota ] A boat that ran aground v

Our last sunset...
king out over the zand dunes
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We've moved on to some wine sampling Brokenwood Cellar Door
ting the Hunter vy st one of the pla

Fields of grapes
Sampling sorme Sauvignon blancs




The weatheris changing At the Sydney Fish Market
And 2 stormn iz onits For our Seafood B oking =

The mirmor makes it easy
ta follow the instructions

. Bl b
Five of us The final result!
shared a workbench It was really tasty!
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