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- Going Slow in Caye Caulker...

We boarded the taxi boat in San Pedro and around 40min later we arrived at our next dastination.... Caye Caulker!

The first thing that struck uz about the island was its laidback nature.
We thought that San Pedro was nice and relaxed.... Cayesz Caulker

rmanaged to top it 2 hundred tirmes over,

To start with, there's only one main street here and it's not paved....
only dirt roads. You dan't see as many golf carts or other cars and the

izland doesn't contain the zarme type of resorts that San Pedro did (not
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vet at least),

We had a booking at the Seaside Cabanas but since we arrived on the
izland eatlier than expected we couldrn't check in for another 2 hours ar
£0.... S50 we just adapted to the izland and took it slow, had a nice

breakfast and just strolled up and down the island. Eventually we carne The rmentalit

upon what's known as "The Split",

Thiz iz located at the end of the izland and it's just what it sounds like,
the north and zouth island are split by 2 water way, Apparently
hurricane Hattie split the island in two in 1961, Today this is the best

part of the island if you want to go for a dip in the ocaan.

The waters here in Caye Caulker (and San Pedro too for that matter)
are beautiful but the beache:z do contain guite a bit of seaweed. The
area around the Split iz clear of weeds and szo yvou always see lots of

people in the water bacause of this.

We actually didn't get into the water right then since we didn't have our
swimnrmers with us, but we zat down at the Lazy Lizard (a perfectly

placed beach bar) and enjoyed a nice cold beer while spending some

tirme people watching!

On oour way back to the hotel I was looking for a dive shop to book
some local reef dives that afternoon and to do the Blue Hole on the
follawing day, Well, no one was going out diving that afternocon but I
rnanaged to book rmyself in the next day with Big Fizh Dive Centre for a
full day of diving, The package cortained three dives and included the
Blue Hele, the Half Moon Caye Wall and the Long Caye Aquarium,

Once that was settled we managed to check in to our hotel room which
turned outto be quite classy.,.. We had cable TV, ASC, free WiFi and a
fridge, we usually never stay in fancy places like this, we almaost felt like

rovalzs [oh veah, and we did have a very nice pool as well),

Main streetin Caye Caulker

The rest of the day and the ewvening we did as little az possible, we

relaxed by the pool, we had a few drinks and after dinner we had an
ezarly night since I had to get up early for my dives.




The next rorning I got up at 5.00am (the things I do for my diving),
got dreszed and walked very slowly to the dive shop at 5.30am where
they provided us zombies with sorme much needed coffee and sorme
bread for breakfast,

At &,00am we were on our way out to our first dive, the Blue Hole, Thiz
rmight not be Belize's best dive, but it's definately one of its rost
popular ones, The Blue Hole is an amazing sight from above as well
fram below, It's almost a perfect cirde with dark blue water surrounded
by lighter shades of blue, The haole is said to be as deep as 140m, as a
recreastional diver though, we can only dive down to 42m. To get as

e : rmuch time as possible there we had to drop like anchors, It's quite
The Split was created

b e TR e e ds A aEd scary as you get deeper and deeper vou notice that everything starts to

get colder and a lot darker as well.

At that depth we managed to find zorme awesome stalactites and
stalagmites and we ewen saw a few Caribbean Gray Reef Sharks
swirmrning around us. The only drawback about diving this deep is that
after 8min we had to start our ascent back to the surface. While we
ware at Sm for our safety stop we did see a couple of Eagle Rays swim
past us which was a nice bonus,

For our second dive we did Half Moon Caye Wall and this was a VERY
good dive! 5o rmuch to see, beautiful and coloudful corals, rays, turtles,
eels and ruch much more... On top of this, the dive site also

contained zorme awesome swirnthroughs, ¥

Owerooking

I must zay that of all the dives I've done, this one places in my top 5! theisland

For lunch we pulled up at Half Moon Cave, an island well known for its
bird nestings and a place where you can find the rare red footed
booby.... (we all had a good chuckle about going off to find zorme red
bobbigs..... bovs will be baws!l,

Cur last dive took place at Long Caye Aquariurn and it was also a very
nice one, but by the end of the dive all of us were getting 2 bit tired
and cold (even though water ternperature was quite warm ). Al in all it
was a great day, sure you have to sit on the boat for 2 hours in the
morning and then again in the afterncon to get back to Caye Caulker,
but it was all worth it just for the two first dives of the day!

I got back around 5.00pm, had a quick shower and then Suz and I

decided to go out far an early dinner since it was Mew Years Eve,

During dinner Suz noticed that my right eye wasn't blinking like the left
one. I then noticed that I actually couldn't blink with it at all.... strange.
Later on that evening, right after we counted down the new year, Suz
also saw that the right side of my routh wasn't moving as I was
zrniling.... ok, now I was getting a bit nervous,

‘We got back to the hotel and I checked rayself out in the rairror, and

now I couldn't Blink or smile with the right side of my face,

First I thought that maybe I might have gotten the dreaded "bends"
fram my diving and actually made a phone call to the Hyperbaric

Charnber in San Pedro to consult with them, They asked for the uszual :‘:I:-Ien-t;ﬁeeﬁ.ﬂ-jf-l-.ll;mall alleys

symptorms such az joints hurting, dizzineszs, tunnel vizion etc which I thraughout the island

wasn't experiencing so I calmed down a bit,




After spending some time online I managed to find same information
about a condition called "Bells Palsy" which indicated that a virus had
struck my facial nerve and paralysed half of my face.... annoying! But
zt least I knew what I was dealing with and that the condition isn't that

Serious...

The next marning I still consulted a doctar and was told that it indeed
was "Bellz Palsy". He then wrote sorne prescriptions for me with some
ewe drops, sorne antibiotics (darmrmit, no more beers for me for a
whilel, muscle relaxants and some stercids that I needed to take for
the next week and also adviced rme that it might take a few weeks for

5 e i the syrnptorns to dizapear, Thinking back, I had in San Pedro started
A coconut tree and a beach

Sl REad? to feel some on and off pain in my right termple... I guess it was just

the condition waiting to happen,

Laaoking through the photos of me diving vou can actually zee that the
right side of my face looks differently to the laft one, if vou didn't know
you were looking far it, you wouldn't see it though,

But, besides from the fact that it's a bit annoying to learn to eat with
only the left side of vour routh (think of when you visit the dentist and
vour mouth ends up numb far an hour ar z0), that when drinking water
rmost of it lands on the outzide and that when speaking it makes me a
bit rnore difficult to understand, I felt perfectly fine and we decided

[well, T did) that our plans would continue as planned,

But, because of all of this drama, we didn't quite get around to booking

The local
our plane tickets to Guatemala, We were now trying to find sorme but Palic

they were all s0ld out, the last the last flights sold out Smin befare we
tried to get ther,

we tried to stay an additional night at the hotel and then catch a plane
the day after that but they were totally booked aut, So0 we ware only laft
with the option of getting a water taxi to Belize City and then going by
bus for araund 4-5 hours to Flores in Guaternals. Whilst I booked and
paid for the bus tickets, Suz went back to the hotel to fix up our
payvrnent there, However, their lines were down, and it would not accept
our credit card, Mo worries, we'll just go to the only ATM on the
izland..... that's when Suz dizcovered that har ATM card was miissing,
She hadn't used it since landing in Belize [at the airport), zo zhe
figured she rust have accidently left it in the machine there, Luckily we
were able to do sormme quick online bank transfers, zo that aur money

could mnow be accessed from a different account,

what a great way to start a new vear on....

But, weird-face-condition withstanding, we have to zay we still like Cave Caulker, it's a very beautiful and 2 great place
to relax with a lot of friendly people. The only downside would be that Belize in general turmned out to be a lot more
expenzive to what we were expecting.

Then again, we saved for a while so that while we're on our honeymoon we don't have to care about costs.... we just do

what we feel like =)
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