Among the Mayan ruins of Tikal

when we left off last, we had just left Caye Caulker on our way to Belize City to catch a bus inte Guatermala, .,

when we booked the bus we were promised that it would be a big
express bus [with toilet) that would take us an the five hour journey all
the way to Flores in Guaternala, they even showed us a photo of a nice
big bus.

So imagine our surprise when we first discover that the bus is really
nothing more than a larger minibus. Secondly, the bus seemed to be
packed to the rafters and we wouldn't be able to fit on it. Some guy was
even telling us that we would have to wait for the 14,30 bus, What?!?
what are we going to do in Belize City for 5 hours??
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Ma way! We cornplained and zaid that we had been given the tickets on vui bz 't Buatamala didntiook
the 9:30arm bus, that zeatz had been confirmed and after much likis the oo tha

discussion we managed to get squeezed onto one of these buses,

sitting in the isle on temporary seats which didn't have a lot of support for our backs....

Meedless to say, it wasn't the most comfartable bus ride. At least it
didn't go on for that long, After around 3% hours we reached the
Guatemalan border where ewveryone had to disembark, pass Belizean
irmrmigration and then the Guaternalan irmmigration. All of this took
another haur before all the passengers passed through.

Before we got back on the bus I asked Suz if she wanted to grab some
rmore cornfortable seats, but she didn't feel like "stealing” seats from
other passengers.... sometimes my wife is just a bit too nice, I would

have taken the seats in a heartbeat =))

Once we passed the border we instantly felt like we were finally in

Do we really want to cross?
Bridge unde B, Central Armerica (in Belize you get 3 much stronger feeling of the

Caribbean).

Al the signs on the side of the road were in spanish and the country
zide with itz houses and animals loocked very typically Central American

(or at least as they do in movies).

After another hour on the bus we reached our destination, a little village
called El Rernate. From here we made our way to our accomodation
which was La Casa de Don David, We had choszen to stay in El Remate
insted of Flares since it's clozer to Tikal and that was the rmain reason

for our visit to Guatermala,

#z soon az we had checked in we knew that we had chozen a great
place to stay at... its location is perfect, right next to the lake and it's
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We have arrived at our destination
alzo very quiet and peaceful, We loved it straight away! ; de:Ban D




we decided ta do a Tikal tour the very next day and signed up to their

package with transport, lunch and a local guide,

The next morning we were up early again, at 5.320arm, having a cup of
coffee and waiting for cur transport when our guide, Juan, showed up.
‘Wea had a chat with him before the bus arrived and he told us that we
were the only ones he had booked zo far but zorme more might join
from the bus, We instantly got a great impression of him, he was very

open and had 3 great personality....

COnce we got to the park two other girls joined our tour and we set off

el e P Our first stop was a scale model of what Tikal uzed to look like where
Our accomodation
' hice room in a beautiful zetting Juan was giving us sorme background information and alse telling us

what we would be seeing today,

He then took uz into Twin Pyramid Cormplex § (there are a few of theze
around the area). There were commemorative complexes that were
build ta celebrate a 20 vear period [also known az a Katun), We were
told about the rites that the king perforred and also what he meant for
his people. Juan here alzo zhowed usz that by clapping our handz

together we could replicate the sound of the Quetzal bird.... vary clavear!

We were here alzo joined by 2 more people on our tour 20 we were & of
us in total.,. still very good, we zaw sormne groups that were 20 to 1

guide,

Fram here we were taken to zee the Grand Plaza, the core of the city i
The garden at
and its rmost visited area. Here we were able to see Temple I, also ; de Do O

krnown az the Great Jaguar Temple. When vou szee an image from

Tikal, this ternple is usually what you see..,

At each location Juan would let us explare a bit first and then we all sat
down [alrmost az if we were at zchoal.... we were loving it] and he waould

tell us about the area, its history, uses and archeology,

This way we covered The Grand Plaza, Temple I-I1II, Mundo Perdido
[oldest area of the city), Seven Temples Plaza and eventually we were
able to climb the tallest temple in the area, Temple IV, From up here
you get a great view of the forest zurrounding the area and vou can =see
the top of temnples I and II (Juan told us that this was the Star Wars

view as it was here that the first movie was filmed back in 1977),

On our way back to the parking lot we heard some loud roarings coming

Sunset over Lake Peten Itza
h the | - bathing and through the jungle and scon enough we had found sorne Howler

Monkeys, These guys are really noisy and almost sound like jaguars..,

The feeling we had after the tour was that this was one of the best
tours we've ever done, not only was the wizit to Tikal amazing, it was
also made zo much better just because of the guide that we had, we
asked him if he had a University degree since he was so knowledgeable
about it but he just insisted that it was 3 personal interest that had led
him to read everything he could find about the Mayan Culture (I think
rmy Dad would find it interesting to hawve a chat with him regarding

Mayvans and Inkas).

The rest of that afternoon we stayed in our roorm, doing some reading,

having siestas and just relaxing...

A beautiful lake
Wwe still had one more day in Guatermala though,.. so0 the next morning lly during su

after breakfast (more lunch really if you go by the clock) we decidad to

rnake a day trip into Flores,




W‘E ve made a new friend
at first though...

Cur original plan was to take the local bus into the city but when a man
[Bruno) approached us and asked if we needed 2 taxi we just decided
to go with it. In the end we managed to uze him as 3 personal taxi
driver for that day and he was also able to take us to the airport the
next pnorning.

Anyway, we arrived in Flores which is located on a island on the lake of
Petan Itza, It's quite 2 szmall place but it waz nice to be able to walk
around and just look around, We even managed to find an internet
cafe here where we called and booked cur accornodation in Cuba for
the next night...

Cur wisit in Guaternala was short, but we both really enjoyed it a lot,

people are very friendly, the food is good and besides Tikal, there iz so

rmuch more to see and expertience here, Who knows.... we rmight corme back here sorme tirme soon again!
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