= Stop, Horn Please & Keep Distances...

We're finally in India and it's just as crazy and exiting as we thought it would be!

We landed in Delhi at around 2arm, walked through immigration without
a problem and proceeded to collect our bags, After around 45min they
finally arrived and it was time for us to leave the safety zone of the
airport and into the real Delhi,

I'm not sure if it was because of the time, or the fack that we've read zo
rmuch about the arrival and the shock that's supposed to came with it,
but it was nowhere near what we ware expecting.

Sure, there were a few hundred people waiting there wanting you to use
their taxi but we've seen these things befare in other countries so we
just didn't zee what the hype was all about. Anyway, we had
pre-arranged for an airport pickup and we guickly found our driver with

our name,

way to go,

S0y nese =

"Hom Please"
They certainly use their horns here...

While in Delhi we had chosen to stay at 2 B&B called "Inn at Delhi", the
reason for this is that the Budget and Midclass hotels aren't really
krnown to be the best and the top-end were way more than what we
were prepared to pay for them, So Bed & Breakfast was really the anly

Our driver dropped us off, showed us our room and that was it, no
check-in required as it was too late for that. After a few hours of zsleep

we propetly checked in and had our first Indian Breakfast

| We were zerved an "Indian Ormelett” which didn't have any eggs in it it

k)
The lilutb Minar

was rmade out of chickpeasz and spices and tasted great, we were alzso

car first monurment in Delhi given lots of fresh fruitz and tea (which wasn't the type of Chai I was

expecting but still ok,




Right after breakfast we took off with aur driver Anil to see some of the
sights Delhi has to offer. We didn't really have a plan but decided to let
Anil make the decisions for us as he knew best,

Onece he drove out of the security cormmpound that aur B2R iz located in
we got aur first taste of Delhi traffic.., it's abzolutely inzane and if there
are any road rules then no one seems to follow therm, Cars, Rickshaws,
Trucks, Motorbikes and different kind of animals [cows, camels,
elephants etc) all share the roads, They all drive from one lane to the
other without 3 seconds notice, they just drive into roundabouts, they
squeeze and push ahead and all of this is made while sounding your

horn as many times as possible,
It really is
quite a m B

I think that it's actually quite impaossible to realize how mental it is until

wou experience it yourself.,, and the haorns,

Wou can tell that mast cars have had sorme zort of fender-bender as
alrnost all cars show signs of it We were expecting to see planty of hits
and crashes but they do zeerms to know what thev're doing, the aonly
accident we saw was a motorbike that turnbled while trying to squeesze
in.. lucky for the driver we were all only doing about 10kmfh at the

tirme (and sormetimes that is quite fast in Delhi traffic).
But emough about the traffic, I'll probably get back to it eventually,

Our first stop of the day was the impressive Quth Minar, 3 tower creatad
im the 12th cemtury to zhow off the Izlaric victory over Hinduizm, Here
we alza geot our first view of the different pricesz for Indianz and

The tower was built to claim
FESEE e s Fareigners, The entry fee for us was around 250 rupees [apprax $AUD

&) while Indians pay 10 rupees... just a zlight differance izn't it?

But, what can you do..., we paid and went in for a view, ©n our way out
again we saw a massive lineup with schoal children waiting to get in to
the complex. When they zaw us they all started cheering, waving and
saving hella, how are you etc, We felt like such movie stars and didn't
rmind this at all ;)

Our driver asked if we wanted to do sorme shopping and since Suz was
looking to buy a2 Salwar Karmez the driver took uz to 2 shop (we knew
he'll be getting sorme sort of cormmrizszion frarm thiz but didn't really care
az we actually wanted to vizit a shop), It was going great, we were given
sorne great Masala Chai (I'm now officially addicted to this drink and
I'mm having it where evar we go) and then shown the range on offer. Suz
tried on a few, found one she liked and then bought it. Then we had to
walk through the rest of the shop looking at all other kind of stuff

before we could leave,

R — =
Walking around th

We guickly l2arnt that this iz how these types of shops work, first there
iz ane section [usually fabrics of all kind), then gem stones followed by
artifacts, paintings, leather shoes etc, It's like walking into a maze,
there is no easy way out once yvou getin...

Aftar ocur shopping experience our driver took us to zee the Lotus
Termple which waz beautiful and very zerene, specally once vou get
inside as yvou are not allowed to talk in there, The Lotus Termple iz part
of the Bahai faith which is an independent religion that embraces all

other religions,

Before our lunch we also visited Hurmayun's Tormb which was a

The shop we were lured into
s feun A Re e A At T R aas predeceszor to the Taj Mahal and you can cearly see itin its design,




We decided befare our trip that we would only eat vegetarian food in
India (unless we see them cook in the tandoor ovens) as a precausion,
and alzo because in India there iz no shortage of great vegetarian
foaod. Qur first meal was a Thali with some Maan and pickles which was
awesore! Laoking at the photo it might not loak like riuch but we ware
both very full once we finished.

During the rest of the day we wizsited the Gandhi museurmn (which was
very interesting, specially since we had just zeen the movie before
leaving Australial, we szaw the famous street Rajpath with the

parliament buildings around it and ended our day at the India Gate,

-
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The Lotus Temple
when we were getting off at the India gate our driver told us to watch Thé psEsHease

out for pickpockets and alzo not to accept any merchandize as this
pretty rauch rmeans vou nead to buy it

And yes, there were quite a few hawkers here szelling all kinds of junk,
but we were firmrn and just kept saving no... the thing is, saying no once
ot twice iz not really encugh, vou really need to mean it and say it at
least 10 tirmes and if that didn't work, we just ignored therm,

On the following day we rmade a trip to Agra to zee the Taj Mahal but
that's for the next blog 1)

<n our final day in Delhi we wanted to tackle <ld Delhi, we managed to
rmake it to the famous mosque only to realize it's closed on fridays for
non-rmuslirms, Many other shops of Old Delhi were also clozed o0 we
couldn't really see much, We ended up seecing the Red Fort at least

Suz and I
In front of the Lotus Ternple which was quite large and really good, Suz also managed to run into

someone she knew from back horme - it's a small world,, afterall!

The rest of the day we decided to just relax back at the BB and also
go to the bank to cazsh in some travellers chegues., We never take
these TC's with us but since we needed quite a substantial surm of
rmoney to pay our driver for the upcoming Radjasthan trip we had

decided to bring TC' instead of money.

The owner of the B&E offered to drive us to the bank (which is to say he
sat in front while his driver drove us)] where we found out they don't
cazh TC's, The B&B awner then managed to call sormeone who zaid they
would zend a representative to change money in a while. He arrived at
the BB about an hour later and then looked shocked when we zhowed
the TZ's, he zaid he would not change them (we knew that the owner
had specifically zaid it was TC's and not cash we wanted to change), =sat

in front of the termple

on the phone for 5 min and then just left without saving anything,

To say that he got a lashing over the phone from the owners is to put it
rmindly, he will never have their business ever again... But the problem
was that we still didn't have our money so the owner would now drive us
to a money changer in one of the top-end hotels, They usually coze at
gpm but he arranged for them to stay open to 6,15, Soon enough we
were stuck in Delhi traffic though and had to call therm and ask them to
stay open until & 30pm. We made it - just in time and finally rmanaged
to change our TC's aver,... I've never travelled with TC's before and will

never again..., too muuch of a hassle!

Delhi was an interesting place to see, the traffic iz inzane, the whole city

looks like a big construction site and it has sorme great monurments

We're almost at
Hurmayun's Tomb

and museurmns to show.... We had a good time but still couldn't wait to

get out into the countryside of Rajasthan!




Humayun's Tomb The Taj Mahal was actually
quite zirnilar to the Taj Mahal built after thiz tamb

Time for Lunch!
A Thali for t

Thesa I And this is the spot
Gandhi t = shat where he t and killed

A big shrine dedicated to i My Message™

d Peace




Looking our over
the Presidents Estate

The Central Secretariat
Finance and External Affairz ministry

There are statues
of Elephants everywhere

One of the many, many hawkers
found at India gate

nurmber of Bike

India Gate
Located at the other end of the Rajpath

o
e

Mo matter where you go
wou'll zee rounds




The Red Fort
found in &ld Celhi

This and the fortin Agra
were built by the zame people

The decoration is very similar
to the one found at the Taj Mahal

It's very common to see young men
walking and holding hands

—_—

A beautiful sandstone fort
Built during the rein of the Mughals
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Walking though
the Red Fort

We're still inside The Red Fort
It's a big area with lots to zee




Suz and I Our driver Anil
On the back of 2 Bike Rickzhaw He took uz all arcund Delhi and to Agra

Our last night in Delhi The streets of Delhi
Chilling in the comrion raorm sarnels and Elephants

| Copwright @ Amaru & Suzanne




