- Tranquil Tulum!

Upaon arriving in Tulum we realized that we had reached paradize.... Quite fitting that we should we staying at El Paraizol

wWhen our taxi dropped us off at El Paraiso we krnew we had made a
great choice, first of all... everything was on the beach (literallyl, the
parking, reception and all the guest houses asz welll And the beach
itself.... it's one of the best ones that we've experienced so far, it zoft,
white and just wonderfulll

Checking into our room was a nice surprise as well, the room was
simple yvet elegant, And it's always a nice touch to everyday walk into a

new tawel animal an our bed =)

The only drawback with living on the beach is that everyvone else wants

a piece of it. Since we were on the best beach in Tulum [with plenty of ELBLiia

shade provided by the palm trees, plenty of sun chairs and a nice TR L L e il e

beach bar) there were busz loads of taurists arriving every day.

This of course brings the prices up quite a bit and after seeing the
restaurant prices we made a mental note of heading into town every
night far dinner ;)

Onoour first proper day in Tulurn we did 2z little a5 poszsible for quite 2
few hours, We were at the beach, each one of us on a nice szun chair
urnder the palmm trees, swirnming in the ocean and just enjoying
ourselves,

After a few hours though we got a bit bored and decided to check out
the local Mayan temple here in Tulum, We walked there from our hotel,
it was only a 15min walk but we seemed to be the only ones that were

erent creatures

actually walking, everywhere we saw taxis, rental cars, buses and

bikes... Doesn't anyone walk anymore?

Back to the ruins... both Suz and I agreed that these were the "dever"
Mayans, Mot only do they have a wery impressive city which contains
everything Mayan, but they also created their city right next to the

ocean and the beach.... not bad =]

We went there around 3prn since we knew that the ruins would be
abzolutely packed during the day and we were trying to avoid the waorst
crowds [the bus tour people). Unfortunately thare ware ztill quite a few
people here, the beach especially was packed with people... nao big loss
there though as we could just go back to our own beach.

Th t i it ti f to d diwi in... thi
& next morning it was time for me to do some diving again is Dur beach was one of

time in & Cenote (an underwater cavernfcave divel. I had chozen to the best ones we've ever seen

dive at one of the more famous cenotes in Tulum, the Doz Qjos
Cenote.




Diving in a Cenote is cornpletely different ta diving in the acean... Since
I'm not & qualified cave diver I'm only allowed to dive in caverns, not
caves, The rnain difference iz thatin a cavern yvou're never far from the
zurface [even though it might look and feel that way accazionally).

The feeling of diving in 2 cenote iz something that can't be dezcribed, it
has to be experiencad.... It's like looking inside 3 cave, but instead of
walking along it wou fly through it, the fact that cccasionally vou're not
zure where the surface iz (it's very dark around youl iz a bit zcary but
exiting at the same time. Alzo, having vizsibility of 100m izn't too bad
either ;)
The beach bar

&Py RTEE After diving the Dos Cjos Cenote, I know that I'm hooked and that I will
have to come back here in the near future for some more dives...,

wihile I was out diving, Suz as always, staved by the beach., This time
zhe wasn't az lucky with the westher though, it was a bit cloudy and
overcast with the occasional rain so instead of laving on the beach, she
got herself 2 maszage instead.... it's a hard life!

That evening we picked up aour rental car for the next 24 hours, We
wanted to zee the farmous (and new Wonder of the Worldl Chichen Itza
and didn't feel like being tranzported like cattle in their huge buszes.
And zlso, there ware no tours available from Tulur (Wwell, we found ane

but it was around $US 25 per personl,

We were a bit apprehensive about renting a car in Mexico, we had read
and heard a lot of staries about the corruption of the police and how

you should just pay thern S0-100 pesos if you're pullad over,

Alzo, if vou don't have adeguate insurance and hit another car, you
rmight spend a night in a2 Mexican jail.... not zamething I was looking

forward to treing out,

But back to the story... we picked up the car the night before and the
next morning we set out at 5.30arm (1) and started our journey towards
Chichen Itza, The jourmey there by car takes anywhere between 242-3
hours depending on traffic (and how many timmes the cops pull wou
ower] and we wanted to be there at Sam when the park cpened to avoid

the LARGE tour groups caming fram Cancun and Playa del Carmen.

we actually made it there by 7.45am and we were the first car at the

Palm tees and blue sky...
really erjoying Tulum! gate...

nce there, I opted foar 2 short guided tour since the last guide we had
had been zo great. Well, he might not have been as great a=z Juan in
Tikal but he still knew what he was talking about, A lot of the histary
waz very similar to the ane we were given at Tikal but there were 2 few

new things as well,

After the guided tour we strolled around by curselves for ancther hour

or zo before we decided to start our return to Tulum, ©n our way back

we still had plenty of timme to spare so we decided to vizit another ruin,
Caba,

These ruinz were more zimilar to Tikal az they were both located deep
in the jungle, we strolled here for about 2 hours ar so and then got irctha natar
back on the road.




Just befare we got back to Tulum we decided to make a quick stop-over
at another cenote, the Grand Cenote, Suz hadn't sean a cenote yet and

I was looking forward to a nice cool dip after a full day of exploring,

Grand Cenote, was beautiful as well.. I rented szome snorkeling
equiprnent and swarm the cenote up and down while Suz stayed on dry

land and got sormme photos of e plaving around in the water,

We came back to Tulum and later on that evening we drove the car
back to the rental agency. We walked inzide and then the guy followed

us outside to do the inspection of the car. The car was parked at a

Suzla:'ld superrnarket parking and while he was inside the car checking meters
ter off our beach and such, another car hit him from the front,

Az it was, no harmm was done to the car but we just thought it was funny that we driven all day and never had any

problerns orizzues and just when we're about to return the car, someone hits it!

The next day it was time for us to move on, the plan was to spend one night in Cancun [(not the tourist area) and then
fly the next morning to Guadalajara, We both loved Tulum and its beaches, ruins and cenotes, The fact that it's not as

touristy as Cancun [yet..) is really nice,

we will definately corme back here in the future...

These were the smart Mayans
cing their tto the o

That's a Ié;'ge Lizard
f f thern arcund with the ternple in tha b




I had to pose It's time for some mora diving
for the same photo asz well.., This time in a Cencote

The Dos Ojos Cenote ) During the dive there are
The visibility ! a few apenings here and there

It's quite cool to see a few The dive contains some great stalactites
air bubbles here and there [or are they stalacrmit 8|

The day was cloudy and overcast... 5till pretty awesome
naormally there is ranger light I=n't it?
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The famous pyramid
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Suz and I
front of the pyramid
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You can just about see
the drawing on the stone

A Mayan ball court
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There were a lot of sellers

all over the place
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These ruins are located

in the middle of the jungle
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Grand Cenote

Another ote we went to
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Looks inviing doesnt
I nead to try it out..,

One of m;r contacts fell out
I'rn trying to get it back in..,

ght @ Amaru & Suzanne

On our last nightin Tulum

we had =

Italian food!




