All aboard the Tequila Express!

Guadalajara is located in the heart of the Jalisco state... the state known mostly for its Teguila production...

After leaving the Mayan Riviera, we arrived in Guadalajara where we
were picked up by our hote| Quinta Don Jose in Tlaguepague (which is
an area of Guadalajaral, As soon as we checked in, we knew we were
going to love our stay here, I mean, first of all... an airport pickup is

bound to score sorne extra points isn't it?

nce we checked in we were given a tour of the place and it even had a
poal (which we didn't use since it was just too cold), The room was
lovely and what Suz liked the best was the fact that it had 2 filtered
water container in our roorn, How good is that???

That afternoon we just strolled the streets of Tlaguepagque which turned
out to be a lovely little area filled with lots of speciallity shops (and a
big plus because we didn't see = single of the standard souvenir shops
anywhere],

Did we get a great experience nonetheless? vou better belive it..,

It all started at the train station before we where ready to board the
train, & Marichi band ("Los Toritos") showed up and started playing for
us [the Mariachis are actually ariginally from this area in Mexico), We
were then taken to our carriage and while we rolled out of Guadalajara
we were told what they were zerving during the trip. Basically it was an
open bar with MUCHOQ Tequila, Tequila based drinks, soft drinks and
snacks.... yes, it was an open bar ;)

The trip took around 90min since the train slowly chugs its way along
the country side, ©On our way there we were given a history leszon about

Tequila and of course, the Mariachis came back to play for us.

the farmous Tequila Express.

where the distillery "Casa Herradura"

Tequila of course) iz produced.
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But, the main reason we had come here was because this is the region
where Tequila is made and a few days earlier, through our hotel (did we

mention that we loved them?), had managed to book tickets for us an

Before we continue we should make one thing clear.... Tequila is made
in or around the ares surrounding the town of Tequila and just like
Charmpagrne, only Tequila made in Tequila can be called just that
Howewer, the Teguila Exprass doesn't actually take you to the town of
Tequila. It goss to a town about 15km outside of it narmed Amititan

{which makes the Herradura

So, we didn't actually visit the ACTUAL town of Tequila....
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Most of the tour was in Spanish, English wasz spoken asz well, but the
history lesson and such was all in Spanish and I had to translate it for

Suz, We were acutally a bit surprised about the people on the train, We

had expacted that there would have been rmostly foreigners on the train
but that wasn't the case, We can say for sure that at least 50% of the
train was filled with Mexicans from around the country, here to learn
something about their national drinks (and of courze to sarmple the
product az welll.

Once we arrived in Armititan we were hearded into buses and taken to
the hacienda. “We were a zmall group of Englizsh speaking people that

were all joined into one tour group.
Suz found some homenmade chips
Th d!

We were first shown how the "Jirador" cuts away the leaves from the
Blue Agarve plant to reveal the centre, the so called pifia. Afterwards
the pifia iz cooked for a few hours until it's ready to be squeezed of itz
liquids, Thiz liquid iz then ferrmented and then distilled and then we

have Tequila.... simple isn'tit ;]

Along with showing us how Tequila iz made today we were alzo shown
how it was rnade in the past..

COnce the tour was complete we were assigned a table (yes, all the " oy
Englizh speaking people had one table) and lunch was zerved which was . T

a nice traditional Mexican meal, Fresh ;:'IIJI'I'I right of HI'IE grill
ove my corn!

It was now possible for those who wanted to have sorme more Tequila
[well, if they insist) while we were being shown a traditional folklore
dancing, of course with the Mariachi band plaving asz well.

At the end of the day we got back on the train and headed back to
Guadalajara.... The trip lasts from around 1larm to Sprn. It was well
worth it well, if you have any kind of interest in how Mexicos national

drink iz made then yeah for sure... we loved it!

That night when we got back to Tlaquepaque we didn't feel like a huge
dinner so0 we decided to see what we could find along the streetz. And
just 100 outside our hotel we found our local Taco man!

i .
The pool at the Quinta Don Jose
Cur home om hore

We walked up to him, pretty much just said we wanted sorme food,
specified for beef tacos and were given the greatest taco we've ever
had, It was so good that I had to have seconds (to start with), I was a
bit curious of what the rest of the meats were that he was serving and

he adwiced me that he had (among other things) tripe and tongue,

well, I'm not known for being fussy about what I eat zo0 I immidiately
ordered ane tripe and one tongue taco, The tripe ane was ok, nothing
special about it but the tongue one was just divine, The meat mealted
in wour mouth,., I tried to get Suz to try some of it but zhe was
dizcouraged when she saw thern cut the tongue meat...

Dinner at our hotel
Entertainrnent included. .,

More for me I thought, and dewvoured both of them.... street food is
just the best, and the absolute best part of it all carme when we paid.
The tacos were just about $A0D &0 cents each!




The next day we strolled around our area of Tlaguepaque for a few
hours before we decided to head into Suadalajara centre to see what
was thera...

The city centre was beautiful as well with plenty of public zquares and
an impressive Cathedral, We even walked into the municipal building
which iz a good thing we did, as we found some imprassive murals in
there,

But, it's no Tlaguepagque so we headed back pretty scon and just

stayved in our area for the remainder of our time time in Guadalajara,
we even had ancother dinner at cur hotel and it just gets better and
better,

The steak we were served is eazily one of the best we've ever had and
foar deszszert... Creme Brulee for the szecond tirme (I just lowe this
dezzert],

On oour last day in the area we decided to try the local dizh, "Tortas
Ahogadas", The direct transzlation mean Drowned Cakes, but tortaz can
alzo mean bread ar baguette. 5o what iz it? It's a sourdough sandwich
with rmeat that's drenched with a tornate, vinager sauce. It doesn't
sound very appesaling we know but trust us on thiz one.... it's abzolutely
divine!

Sarmehow the sourdough bread doeszn't get zoggy by the treatrment and Waia At thE Hrain Statian
iz only wet an the cutzide. One funny thing though iz that the bread cady to board the Tequila Expre
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contains & meat mixure containing sorme pork, chicken and beef.

What Suz didn't know is that some of the beef is tongue, It was quite
furnny afterwards when I inforrned her of this fact... hehe!

Guadalajara, Tlaguepagque and the Tequila Express were all great. This
turned our to be the best part of Mexico so far, and also by far the

ozt authentic one az well, we actually felt like we were in Mexico now!

If the opportunity arizes in the future we will definately return to
Guadalajara and Tlaguepagque and mavbe that time we'll make our awn

way to the town of Tequila and vizit zome distilleriez of our awn chaoice,

A Marichi band

PSS
Do I look excited? The Marichis kept on playing
Trust me, I am =:| on the train as well




Suz and I
in Mexican hats

BIII.IE Agarve fields
d many of them. ..

My first Tequila of the day
.othe first of mmany!

Harveal

_- 'y} e
We have arrived at our destination
a Herradura" distillery

That's a Ilut of ™
And all of it and

Who wants to have their photo
taken with a donkey?




s is where the ma
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Some of the historic
per containers

We got some traditional
dancing to go with our dinner..,

The train ride home...

13 Mariad

The old fashion way
It waz all done by hand in the past

One of the cellars at Casa Herradura
a lot of Tequila

These guys
are quite handy with their knifes




The main square in
Tlagquepaque

One of the main streets
of Tlaquep
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Suz found a new fiiend
in Tlaguepague

The garden at
aur hotel

Just walking

Plé‘;ty of sculls and skeletons
for the Day of the Dead cerernony

Did anyulne say Tequila?
Just a brand or twa...
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An impressive mural
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found at the rmu val building
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This one is even [HTEY: E1EYETS
more imp ve than the other -

Guadalajara

[STEY: E1EYETO Guadalajara
Ancther one of its many = en fraom the air..
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