Tramping the Tongariro Crossing

Tongariro Crossing is supposed to be one of New Zealands best one day hikes. We hadn't done any hiking together,
before we arrived in NZ, but we decided that a day hike would be a good way to start.

We had planned to do this hike {or tramp as they call it here in NZ) for
guite some time now. We had purchased some good shoes for walking
(which are going to be perfect for us when we travel as well), found
some good rain coats that take no room in our bags and also an extra

daypack since we only had one to start with. on

Tongariro
Now we just had to find out how to get to the start of the hike and then National Park
home from the end of it. After reading online forums and some travel el Moo v
guides, what seemed to be the best option was to stay in Taupo and
then get on a bus that would take us to and from the crossing. The bad
thing about this is that it's a bus ride of an hour and a half sach way.
We didn't quite feel like getting up at Sam, sitting on a bus for 30min,

walking for 8 hours and then having to do the bus again.

After some more searching on the net we found a place in the national park village that offered a B&B deal and also did

drop-offs and pick-ups from the Tongariro Crossing, the place we found was "Adventure Lodge".

We booked their "Tongarirc Crossing Freedom Package" which includes; two nights accomodation, 1 BEQ dinner, 2
breakfasts and one packed lunch to bring with us on our walk. It was just perfect and you can't complain about the
location either. It only takes about 10-15min in the morning to the start of the track and around 20min in the

afternoon!

Both of us took the Friday off from work and after 5 hours driving we
were in the National Park, where the weather was quite bad. It was
raining and you couldn't really see more than 100m ahead of you. We
checked in and were shown to our lodge (a very nice cabin) and then
had a chat with one of the owners, Lorraine, about what the weather
might be like the next day during cur hike.

She informed us that according to the weather report it should be
"mostly fine", but then she said that according to the same weather
information there shouldn't be any clouds above us at this time.
Great....ws might be doing the hike during lots and lots of rain, can't

wait.

Adventure

Tongariro Mational Park has been granted dual World Heritage status
for its natural beauty and the cultural importance it represents to the local Maori. The park excists due to a Maori chief
who gave away the area to the New Zealand Government in 1887. This way the mountains were secured for all people,
for all time.




The park is surrounded by a tric of active volcanoes; Tongariro,
Ruapehu and Mgauruhoe, all of them wery active vulcances. Raupehu,
which is the highest peak of the north island, last erupted in 1995,

The National park is also where the scenes of "Mordor" and some other
scenas where filmed for the movie the Lord of The Rings. If you've sean
the movies, can you recall the scene from the last movie when tha two
hobbits were climbing up the mountain to destroy the ring? Well, that's

pretty much part of the walk that we were getting curselves ready to do.

well, since the weather was all wet and there wasn't much that we could
do that night we spent some time in the spa, had a nice gourmet pizza

for dinner and went to bed early, hoping that the weather would clear up

for the next meorning.

The alarm rings at 7am and we hawve a quick peak out the window.....we could see blue sky!! We got lucky with the

weather.

After a nice and sturdy breakfast we were driven to the start of the track
at the Mangatepopo Roadend. And we were certainly not alone....
Remember when I told you about the bus tours from Taupo? Well,
there were quite a few of them here, plus a few other buses from other

locations as well.

Suz and I started the trek and did it by walking guite slowly so that
most people could pass us. It was almost like being in the mids of
travelling lemmings.

The Tongariro Crossing is a hike of 17 kilometres (for our Brittish and

e s American friends that's about 11 miles), and it's not like this is just a
Buses lining up in the o
at th art of th nice stroll over ewven flat ground.... no way, you have to cimb a

mountain or two to get to the end.

The hike is usually divided into & differnt parts (I guess to make this
hike seem & bit shorter than it really is). These parts are:
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1. Mangatepopo Car Park to Soda Springs T et Aot
2. Soda Springs to South Crater Tongariro Crossing T{‘I‘ﬁﬁm
3. South Crater to Red Crater Tongariro Nm-du‘rﬂ‘
4. Red Crater to Blus Lake Tollet® opo Hut ;

mﬂ_mc‘

5. Blue Lake to Ketetahi Hut
6. Ketetahi Hut to Ketetahi Car Park

The first part of the hike is a very nice stroll alongside a stream (we

were told that no water along the track should be used as drinking ' S i

water due to its high content of minerals), crossing some damper parts sing Track

on board walks and just making our way to Soda Springs which are
some beautiful small waterfalls.

Walking towards Soda springs we could see a small building up ahead with some long lines behind it. this was the last
toilet before the Ketetahi Hut {(some 4 hours away). And behind the toilets we could see that the trek was about to get
harder, it looked like quite a steep climb. Once we cleared the toilet stop we were ready to hit section 2 of the track!

This is where the hike changes from a nice stroll in the park to a
murderous climb. This part is callad the Devils Staircase and it climbs
from 1400 to 1600 meters above sea leveal.

We dragged ourselves upwards, here and there stopping to catch our
breath and have a look down the mountain, far far away we could see
people just starting the climb, just small dets from where we wera. I ran
ahead of Suz on a couple of occcasions and snapped a few photos here
and there of her, I also took a video or two of her while she struggled
up the mountain..... and boy did I get the evil eyes!! [ think Suz was

starting to regret her decision to do this hike (considering we still had

about & hours of it to go!)

Good thing I was ahead of her and not within reach at this time =]




After a well deserved rest we set off again and crossed the South
Crater, section 3 of our hike. It's very nice to be on a flat surface after
such a climb. Walking across the crater was quite eery since the whole

saection was covered in mist...

But.... we soon hit the our next climb and this time we were walking
towards the Red Crater, at 1900 meters. At this time we couldn't see
much since the clouds were upon us again so we just kept walking
upwards.

At the top of the Red Crater we had another small bite and waited for
the clouds to clear. We hadn't come this far just to miss out on one of
the main events. We stood there staring into the crater and realized

that it still looked beautiful, even in the mist and just after we said that
the sky opened and the sun came through.... Mow we could really see the Red Crater in all its glory. What a sight...!!

A faw more steps and we were able to gaze upon the Emerald Lakaes,
three small lakes which get their colors from the minerals leaked from
the surrounding rock. Mow this is what we had come to see, now we

could just turn around and go back heme.... ;})

Well, since we are pretty much halfway through the crossing we
continued on ;) (yeah, like we would turn around now!!), passing the
blue lake and moving from a Wolcanic area to nature more likely to be

found in the alps.

We had a fairly clear view of what lay ahead of us and we could see all

the way to Lake Taupo.

Our next stop was the Ketetahi Hut - or more importantly, the next
toilet stop - and we could see it waazaaay ahead of us, it didn't look that far away but there was no direct route there
and we just had to follow the small road leading us there.

From here we were just thinking about reaching the car park, after a
while you felt like you had seen it all and this part of the hike turned
out to be quite boring. Pretty soon we entered a forrest region and
thought that we had to be there socon. The forrest was nice to walk
through, the only downside was that you couldn't see the end of it.

We passed some nice streams, walked past some other hikers and just
wanted to have it all over with.....and finally it vas!

We had reached the end of the hike and got our photo taken at the
end, just to be able to keep track on how long we were on the hike. We
managed to do it in 7 hours and 45 min, we had almost 6l of water with
us and drank 5.5 litres between the both of us.

Here at the end of the track we met the other couple that had been driven to the beginning with us, they had been

waiting there for about half an hour already.... They must have kept quite a pace!!

We were soon picked up by Ron (the other owmer of our lodge) and
taken back to the lodge where we had a quick shower to clean off the
sweat and dust and then we jumped into the spa.... You can't imagine

how nice the spa felt after the hike we had just been through!

Our night was finished by a great BBQ meal and then we literally

crashed into our bed.

We finished our trip by driving a different route back to Auckland, we
drove past Taupo since we decided that it didn't have anything we
needed to see at this time and decided to stop in Rotorua (remember
the town we blogged about 2 while ago that smells like 2ggs??) and
visit the Polynesian Spa, we didn't get the chance last time we were

down here. Now we really needed a nice, sulphur bath. We stayed in the
42C water for almost an hour and our joints and muscles felt a lot better after this.




This was our best weekend in New Zealand so far, the Tongarire Crossing was excellent, it's hard work on some
occasions but it's really worth it. The views from the top are absclutely amazing and even though we had some clear

mements we can imagine how mesmeorizing it must be on a clear day. We would recommend anyone to do this!!
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