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by Amaru & Suzanne

We're back in New Zealand for some skiing!

why would we fly over to Mew Zealand to go skiing when we can do that here in Australia? Because we can of course ;)

It helps when you have enough frequent flyer miles to get the return
journey for free... Unfourtunately, 35 we anly had encugh leave to do =
very srnall trip the plan was to go skiing for two days and then catch up
with sorme friends in Auckland!

It all started very sarly.,. It's good to get an early start to the day but =
flight at 6.15am meant that we had to be atthe airport at 4arm., which
of course iz way too early for the trains to be running zo we had to get
a taxi, At least it was there on time to pick us up and at that tirne in

the moarning there wasn't any traffic eithar zo it was a very quick trip,

After flying for 3 hours we landed in Auckland, picked up our rental car YT T h.t-_a-l-“:l = b s

and approximately 5-6 hours later we had arrived at our destination, ; = finally ar i Rt e e e
Thakune!

Oon oarrival in Auckland the weather had been perfect, nice and sunny
and pretty warm too, We arrived in Ohakune to clouds and rain, which

rmade us wonder how that would affect our skiing for the next few days,

We chacked into our accormodation and then went into one of the many
ski rental shops where we were told that the mountain would rnore than
likely be closed for the next two days due to gale force winds and heawy
snow, but we should be ok to ski on Friday! The only problerm with this
was that we only had Wednesday and Thursday available so0 we were a
bit down...

What can you do... it's not like we can control the weather so we just
had to make the most of it!

We woke up the next morning and found out that as suspected, both
zki fields were clozed down due to bad weather, S0 with nothing else to
do we took a drive aver to the other side of Mt Ruapehu, It's the zame
rmountain but with two different ski resarts, One is Turoa Ski Field (cose
to Chakune where we were staving) and the other one iz Whakapapa,

we thought that we might at least be able to drive to the top of the
riountain and thiz way see some snow, but we waere advised not tao try it
unless we had a 4wD or chains on your wheels (which of course we
didn't),

So it was back to ©hakune for us... Az the weather wasz getting =lightly
better after lunch, we decided to drive up the mountain towards the
Turca Ski Field, we krnew that the road was cdosed at the 13km mark

but figured that we could at least get high enough to zee some snow =)




We rade it up as far az the 11 kr rmark before the road started
getting too icy to continue, We stopped and had a quick walk around in
the snow, I grabbed some snow, looked over at Suz and was ready to
throw a zmowball at her but she was quicker than me and fled back into

the car before I even got a chance to start 3 snowball fight ;)

The rest of the afternoon was spent using out hotel's gym, sauna and

zpa pool facilities... not a bad way to spend a rainy and cold afternoon!

The next morning we woke up, opened the blinds, saw that the weather
was still horrible and started thinking about heading out of town earlier
than planned. Before we did anything, I walked ouer to reception to

sed due to snow?
o be abl check the weather report and the ski fields were apparently open!

So as it looked like we were going to get a day of skiing after all, we
headed off to the rental shop, picked up all our gear (skiiz, baoots,
poles, jackets, pants, gloves 2 goggles) and rade our way up the

rmountain,

on oour way up the rountain the weather got worse and worse, we had a
rmixture of rain and snow corming down on us and the fog wasn't helping
either. We literally couldn't see more than 10 meters ahead of us which

rmade the drive up a bit nerve-wrecking..,

We eventually rmade it to the parking and there it was tirme to try and

get ruited up whilst sitting in the car [(not eazy). From the car park to Ve went For aidive g e motntain

the entrance it's only 200-3200m, but in full gear that's far enough so and aneaedTeifind

we were happy when 2 minivan passed and asked if we needed a lift to

the entrance =)

Az neither of us had skiied for quite zorme timme (about 9 vears for Suz
and ower 15 years for myself) we started out in the kiddie slopes

together with the other beginnars ;)

2-3 runs later we felt ready to get on the chair lifts and do sarme more
zarious skiing (bring on the green lanes...hehe) in which we did ok, the
only issue was the weather, By thiz timme it had started znowing quite
heavily and it was difficult to see where we were going.

It didn't help either that the zki path was quite narrow and vou had a
1 bit of a drop-off on the one side and the rountain on the other! But,

we made it down safely and once down I wanted nothing more than to

ball fight!
For some r didn" nt to play! start heading even further up the mountain...

Suz unfourtunately didn't quite zhare my enthusiasm and decided to
stay at the bottorn of the mountain, in the cafe, while I went crazy for a

few hours!

I did a few trips to the top [as far as I could as sorme lanes were still
clozed off due to the weather) and on one of them I noticed that the
sky was starting to clear up a bit, I could actually see as far as the car
park...mice! 20rmin later, the clouds were all of 3 sudden gone and the
sun was out, I now had slopes filled with frezh snow, great weather and
hardly anyaone skiing [it's great to ski mid-week),

The rest of the afterncon went quickly and with tired legs (I1'd forgotten
haow much skiing takes out of vou) I eventually joined Suz, walked to

the carpark where we once again struggled to change in the car and

then tried to leave....



Unfourtunately all the snow that had arrived meant that our car was
dead stuck.., and we were not the only ones, A few other gquys came
over and asked for some assistance to push their car out of the znow,
The problern was only in the parking area, as soon a3z we managed tao
puszh through it the car was free... Wwe helped therm, they helped us and
after driving back to the village to hand our rental equiprnent back, we
were back on the road, this tirme towards Rotorua,

As we'd been in Rotorua a few timmes before we didn't need to do the
"touristy stuff", instead we headed straight off to the Polynesian Spatao

zoak and relax for a few hours (does wonders for zore musdesz). The
next morning we finally got the chance to try out the Luge here [evary

other time we've tried to Luge in Rotorua it's been raining).

we've done the Luge run in Queenstown before and the rmain difference is the wview... Driving down the lane in
Queenstown is just spectacular, zaying that.., the luge run here is almaost more fun! Suz and 1 had = few runs racing
eachather down the hilll

We headed off to Auckland not long after that and were making quite good time when all of a sudden the traffic literally
stopped! The final 10km into the city took us over an hour to drive [and this wasn't even during rush-hour) =0 by the
time we reached our hotel we had to rush in, drop luggage, have 3 guick shower and then head out to meet old waork
rnatas for drinks,

So, we spent the weekend in Auckland, during which we ret up with a few friends, We had sorme drinks on Friday night
with Gary, John and Daren, then spent Saturday with Max and Elena and finally made it over to Devenport [can't belisve
we never did that while we were living here), Finally on Sunday we had brunch with Daren in Miszion Bay before we got

ready to head off to the airport and back home again.

Corning back to Mew Zealand was great! It was good to meet up with friends again, but alsa to travel in the
countryside,.. MZ iz such a beautiful country to drive in. We had a great tirne and will definately be back in the futura...
rmaybe a wine tour ar just some maore skiing... who knows!

After a few test runs
now time to tackle the chair lift!

It's really coming down nowr.
n the hill... and o hea




‘Made it all the way to the i:up . It's clearing u
thing higher off right A rmore than 10m ahead of e,

Clear skies and fresh snow
et much b

Itwas w_zryr f;ggyr here 2 hours ago This was the busiest
Just a slight difference... the chair lifts got this day!

Almaost all clouds are gone...
Just the ane an the top laft!




Driving through Tongarire National Park And Mt Ngauruhoe
with Mt Ruapehu on the right on the left..,

There are other things to do here as well... $uz comi g down the mountain
voand Luge iz one of therm! Trying to catch up




Great helmets aren't they? \'J'e're-doinl_:; quite a few
“ou had to keep them aon in the lift.., chair lift ridez during thiz trip!

>

Meeting a few of my old work mates Auchkland Sky Tower
far a few drinks at O'Hagans e back in Auckland £

Devunpu'rt Great view over Auckland
Wwe finally made it over ac the bay! frorm the top of Mt al

Max and Elena
rme hilltop, different ba




Max acting as a tour gun:le " Max and Elena
T--|||ru:| uz all about & "E||:|- I E:h.ar‘ing meall

Last drink before going back home
En ng it at the viaduct!
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